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Abstract 
Out-of-school children (OOSC) represent a critical global challenge, with long-term 

socioeconomic implications that affect both individual lives and broader societal 

development. This paper examines the causes, consequences, and potential interventions 

related to OOSC, with a particular focus on low- and middle-income countries such as 

Nigeria, which has the highest number of out-of-school children worldwide. A qualitative 

analysis based on secondary data from sources including UNICEF, government reports, 

and academic studies reveals that economic barriers, socio-cultural factors, and conflict 

are the primary drivers of OOSC in Nigeria. The findings highlight that being out of school 

significantly undermines individual development, leading to poor self-esteem, limited job 

prospects, and increased vulnerability to criminal involvement. At the societal level, OOSC 

contributes to workforce shortages, poverty cycles, and social instability, ultimately 

hindering sustainable development. Addressing the OOSC crisis requires targeted 

interventions that focus on poverty alleviation, gender equality, and conflict resolution. 

This study concludes that a coordinated effort between policymakers, educational 

institutions, and communities is essential to reintegrate out-of-school children and foster 

long-term national development. Further research is recommended to explore the 

effectiveness of educational policies and community-based initiatives aimed at reducing 

the number of OOSC. 

 

Keywords: out-of-school children, socioeconomic implications, poverty, education policy, 
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Introduction 
Education is widely regarded as a critical driver of socioeconomic progress, serving as the 

foundation for individual empowerment, economic development, and social cohesion. It 

plays an essential role in reducing poverty, improving health outcomes, and promoting 

gender equality. Despite these universally recognized benefits, millions of children around 

the world remain deprived of formal education. Out-of-school children (OOSC) are a 

significant global issue, especially in low- and middle-income countries, where the barriers 

to accessing education are more pronounced. According to UNICEF (2023), approximately 

258 million children and youth were out of school globally in 2023, highlighting a major 

gap in achieving universal education goals set by international organizations such as the 

United Nations. 
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Background to the Study 
The situation is particularly alarming in Nigeria, which has the highest number of out-of-

school children in the world, with an estimated 18.5 million children currently out of school 

(National Population Commission, 2022). Several factors contribute to this crisis, 

including widespread poverty, socio-cultural norms, and ongoing conflict, particularly in 

the northern regions of the country. Economic barriers such as the inability of families to 

afford school fees, uniforms, and learning materials are among the most prominent 

obstacles. For many families, particularly in rural areas, sending children to school is not 

financially feasible, and children are often expected to contribute to household income 

through labor. 

In addition to economic challenges, socio-cultural norms significantly impact school 

attendance, especially for girls. Early marriage, gender-based discrimination, and cultural 

expectations that prioritize domestic responsibilities over formal education limit 

educational opportunities for girls in many parts of Nigeria. According to UNICEF (2023), 

nearly 60% of the out-of-school children in Nigeria are girls, further exacerbating gender 

inequality and perpetuating cycles of poverty. 

Moreover, conflict and insecurity have played a pivotal role in the education crisis. 

Northern Nigeria has been particularly affected by the Boko Haram insurgency, which has 

not only destroyed schools but also created an environment of fear and instability that 

discourages school attendance. The abduction of schoolchildren, most notably in the 2014 

Chibok kidnapping, has had a profound impact on public perceptions of safety, leading 

many parents to withdraw their children from school, especially in conflict-prone areas. 

The long-term socioeconomic implications of this crisis are significant. For the individuals 

affected, being out of school severely limits future opportunities for personal and economic 

advancement. Education provides essential skills needed to compete in the modern labor 

market, and without it, individuals face a higher risk of unemployment, underemployment, 

and poverty. Additionally, the lack of formal education increases the likelihood of 

engagement in criminal activities and other negative behaviors, as children and youth 

without education options often seek alternative means of survival. 

At the societal level, the out-of-school children crisis has far-reaching consequences. A 

large population of uneducated children translates into a significant loss of human capital, 

which is essential for national development. The economic growth of any country relies 

heavily on the productivity and innovation of its workforce. When children are denied 

access to education, it limits the future pool of skilled labor, thereby reducing the country’s 

potential for economic growth and development. Furthermore, the failure to educate a 

significant portion of the population increases social inequalities, creates dependency on 

social welfare systems, and can even contribute to political instability. 

 

Research Objectives 
This study seeks to address the following key objectives: 

1. To analyze the long-term socioeconomic implications of out-of-school children on 

both individuals and society, with a focus on Nigeria. 

2. To identify and examine the primary causes of out-of-school children in Nigeria, 

particularly economic barriers, socio-cultural norms, and conflict. 
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3. To propose policy interventions and strategies that can be implemented to reduce the 

number of out-of-school children and mitigate their socioeconomic impacts. 

 

Significance of the Study 
The issue of out-of-school children is not just an educational concern but a pressing 

socioeconomic challenge with long-term implications for national development. By 

understanding the factors that contribute to the out-of-school children crisis and analyzing 

its broader implications, this study provides a foundation for policymakers and educators 

to design effective interventions. Addressing the issue of out-of-school children is crucial 

for breaking cycles of poverty, promoting social equality, and ensuring sustainable 

economic growth. 

In particular, the significance of this study lies in its ability to inform the development of 

targeted educational strategies, particularly in regions most affected by poverty, cultural 

barriers, and conflict. It also highlights the importance of a coordinated effort involving 

governments, non-governmental organizations, and local communities to reintegrate out-

of-school children into formal education systems. By focusing on Nigeria, a country 

severely affected by the OOSC crisis, this study contributes to the broader global 

discussion on how to tackle educational disparities and ensure that all children have access 

to quality education. 

 

Literature Review 
The issue of out-of-school children (OOSC) has attracted considerable attention from 

scholars, international organizations, and policymakers due to its far-reaching implications 

for both individuals and society. This literature review examines existing studies on the 

causes of OOSC, their individual and societal impacts, and the strategies proposed or 

implemented to address the crisis. It highlights the interconnectedness of educational 

exclusion, poverty, and broader socioeconomic development, particularly in low- and 

middle-income countries like Nigeria. 

 

Causes of Out-of-School Children 

Numerous studies have identified multiple factors contributing to the prevalence of OOSC. 

Economic hardship is often cited as the most significant barrier to education. According to 

a report by UNICEF (2022), poverty is a major driver of OOSC, particularly in rural areas 

where families are unable to afford school fees, uniforms, and other educational expenses. 

Lincove (2012) argues that the opportunity cost of sending children to school in low-

income households is often too high, as children are expected to contribute to family 

income through labor. 

In addition to economic barriers, socio-cultural factors also play a significant role. Studies 

have shown that cultural norms around gender and early marriage disproportionately affect 

girls’ access to education. Kazeem, Jensen, and Stokes (2010) found that in many parts of 

Nigeria, traditional beliefs about gender roles, along with the practice of early marriage, 

prevent girls from completing their education. Furthermore, Adedokun (2014) notes that 

in some communities, education for girls is seen as unnecessary, with greater emphasis 

placed on preparing them for domestic responsibilities. 
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Conflict and insecurity, particularly in regions affected by terrorism and political 

instability, have also been identified as critical factors. The Boko Haram insurgency in 

northern Nigeria has severely disrupted the education system, with schools being 

destroyed, teachers and students attacked, and families afraid to send their children to 

school. According to Olukoya (2020), the fear of abductions, like the 2014 Chibok 

kidnapping, has had a lasting impact on school attendance in the region. The conflict has 

not only displaced millions but has also created an environment where education is no 

longer a priority for survival. 

 

Individual and Societal Impacts of OOSC 

The literature on the individual consequences of OOSC highlights the profound impact that 

educational exclusion has on a child's future. Studies indicate that out-of-school children 

are significantly less likely to develop the skills necessary for economic and social 

mobility. According to Lincove (2012), children who miss out on formal education are at 

a higher risk of falling into poverty and are more likely to engage in child labor or other 

exploitative activities. Moreover, they face limited employment opportunities and are often 

trapped in low-paying, unskilled jobs, which perpetuates cycles of poverty and inequality 

(Buchmann & Hannum, 2001). 

OOSC also suffer from social disadvantages, including lower self-esteem, higher 

susceptibility to criminal behavior, and greater vulnerability to exploitation. Research by 

Kazeem et al. (2010) suggests that children who do not attend school are more likely to be 

marginalized within their communities, leading to social isolation and psychological 

issues. Furthermore, Olukoya (2020) found that the lack of education increases the 

likelihood of young people becoming involved in criminal activities or being recruited by 

insurgent groups, particularly in regions with ongoing conflict. 

From a societal perspective, the long-term consequences of OOSC are equally troubling. 

As noted by Hanushek and Woessmann (2008), education is directly linked to a country’s 

economic development. A large population of uneducated children undermines human 

capital development, which is essential for economic growth and innovation. Countries 

with high numbers of OOSC, like Nigeria, experience workforce shortages in skilled 

sectors, which limits their ability to compete in the global economy (Buchmann & 

Hannum, 2001). Additionally, the reliance on social welfare systems increases, as 

uneducated populations are more likely to depend on government support, creating further 

strain on national resources. 

The impact on gender equality is another significant societal concern. As girls are 

disproportionately affected by the OOSC crisis, this exacerbates existing gender disparities 

in education, employment, and political participation. UNESCO (2018) emphasizes that 

gender equality in education is crucial for achieving broader social and economic equality, 

and the exclusion of girls from education perpetuates a cycle of disempowerment that 

affects future generations. 

 

Addressing the Out-of-School Children Crisis 

Various strategies have been proposed to address the OOSC crisis, with most experts 

agreeing that a multifaceted approach is necessary. One of the most common 

recommendations is increasing government investment in education to make it more 
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accessible and affordable. As highlighted by Adedokun (2014), subsidizing education and 

providing free uniforms, textbooks, and meals can help alleviate the economic barriers 

faced by low-income families. Additionally, conditional cash transfer programs, which 

provide financial incentives for families to send their children to school, have been shown 

to improve school attendance in several countries (Fiszbein & Schady, 2009). 

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and international bodies have also played a key 

role in addressing the OOSC issue. For example, UNICEF’s "Back to School" campaigns 

in conflict zones aim to rebuild schools and provide safe learning environments for children 

displaced by violence. Furthermore, programs focused on community engagement and 

gender equality have been implemented to change cultural attitudes toward girls’ 

education. Kazeem et al. (2010) argue that addressing the socio-cultural barriers requires 

working closely with local leaders and communities to shift perceptions and prioritize 

education for all children, regardless of gender. 

Conflict resolution and security measures are equally important in regions affected by 

insurgency and violence. According to Olukoya (2020), ensuring the safety of schools 

through military or police presence can help restore confidence in the education system. 

However, long-term peacebuilding efforts are necessary to create stable environments 

where education can thrive without the constant threat of violence. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual framework for this study is built around the relationships between key 

factors influencing out-of-school children and their long-term socioeconomic implications. 

The main variables under investigation include economic barriers, socio-cultural norms, 

conflict and insecurity, and their direct influence on education exclusion. These, in turn, 

impact both individual outcomes (e.g., limited employment opportunities, poverty) and 

societal outcomes (e.g., economic underdevelopment, reliance on welfare systems). 

This study hypothesizes that economic deprivation, entrenched gender norms, and regional 

conflict significantly contribute to the high number of out-of-school children, particularly 

in Nigeria. These factors perpetuate cycles of poverty and educational exclusion, ultimately 

limiting national development. 

Diagrammatically, this can be represented as follows: 

 Economic Barriers, Socio-Cultural Norms, Conflict → Education Exclusion → 

Individual Socioeconomic Outcomes and Societal Development 
The framework highlights how these interrelated factors create systemic barriers to 

education, reinforcing the importance of integrated policy interventions. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This study draws on Human Capital Theory, which posits that education is a key 

investment in human development, leading to higher productivity, better job opportunities, 

and overall economic growth (Schultz, 1961). According to this theory, out-of-school 

children represent a loss of potential human capital, which has long-term consequences for 

both individual earning potential and societal economic development. 

Additionally, the study leverages Social Exclusion Theory to explore how out-of-school 

children are marginalized within society, particularly in terms of access to education, 

employment, and economic resources (Silver, 1994). Social exclusion theory helps frame 
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the discussion on how socioeconomic factors, such as poverty and conflict, limit access to 

education and perpetuate inequality. 

Together, these theories provide a foundation for understanding how the lack of education 

for millions of children not only hinders individual development but also affects national 

growth and social cohesion. 

 

Methodology 

The methodology section of this paper outlines the research design, data collection 

methods, and analytical approaches used to explore the long-term socioeconomic 

implications of out-of-school children (OOSC). The study adopts a qualitative approach, 

utilizing secondary data from credible sources to analyze the causes, effects, and potential 

interventions for addressing OOSC. This section is structured to ensure that the research 

objectives are effectively addressed while adhering to ethical standards. 

 

Research Design 

This study employs a qualitative research design to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the socioeconomic implications of OOSC. A qualitative approach is 

suitable for this study because it allows for in-depth analysis of complex social phenomena, 

such as the multifaceted causes and effects of children not attending school. The qualitative 

design also facilitates the exploration of existing literature, reports, and statistical data on 

OOSC to capture the diverse challenges and opportunities related to this issue. 

The design is exploratory and descriptive, seeking to analyze secondary data and interpret 

the relationships between economic, social, cultural, and political factors that contribute to 

high OOSC rates, particularly in Nigeria. 

 

Data Sources 

The data for this study are drawn from a range of secondary sources, including: 

 International organizations' reports (e.g., UNICEF, UNESCO, World Bank) that 

provide global and national data on out-of-school children. 

 Government publications (e.g., Nigeria's Ministry of Education) which offer specific 

statistics on school enrollment, dropout rates, and educational policies. 

 Academic journal articles and books that discuss the underlying causes and long-

term impacts of OOSC on individuals and societies. 

 Reports from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working on educational 

interventions in conflict zones, such as Save the Children and Plan International. 

 

Data Analysis 

The study uses thematic analysis to identify and interpret patterns and themes within the 

secondary data. The analysis is structured around three main themes: 

1. Causes of Out-of-School Children: This includes sub-themes like economic barriers, 

socio-cultural norms, conflict and insecurity, and how these factors interact to create 

barriers to education. 

2. Individual Implications: This theme focuses on the effects of educational exclusion 

on children's personal development, including employment prospects, psychological 

well-being, and exposure to criminality. 
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3. Societal Implications: The final theme examines the broader impacts on society, 

including workforce development, economic growth, and social welfare burdens. 

 

Ethical Considerations 

Given that this study relies solely on secondary data, there are no direct interactions with 

human subjects, minimizing ethical risks. However, several ethical considerations are still 

observed: 

 Accuracy and Integrity: The study ensures that all data used are accurate, credible, 

and cited appropriately, following academic standards. 

 Bias Mitigation: The research carefully selects diverse data sources to avoid bias in 

the analysis and interpretation of findings. The inclusion of different perspectives from 

international organizations, government reports, and academic research ensures a 

balanced view. 

 Respect for Sources: All original sources of data are respected, and due credit is given 

through proper citation, adhering to APA referencing guidelines. 

 

Limitations of the Study 

While the study provides valuable insights into the long-term socioeconomic implications 

of OOSC, there are several limitations that must be acknowledged: 

1. Lack of Primary Data: Since the study is based entirely on secondary data, it does 

not offer firsthand empirical evidence from field research or interviews with affected 

individuals. 

2. Data Gaps: Some regions, particularly conflict zones, may have limited or unreliable 

data due to security issues or a lack of reporting infrastructure. This may affect the 

comprehensiveness of the findings in such areas. 

3. Generalization: While the study focuses on Nigeria, the findings may not be 

generalizable to all countries with OOSC issues due to varying socioeconomic, 

political, and cultural contexts. 

 

Results 

Thematic Analysis 

The qualitative data was analyzed using thematic analysis, which involved identifying 

recurring patterns across the responses. Through careful coding and categorization, key 

themes were developed based on secondary data from existing literature and reports. The 

table below illustrates the categories, corresponding codes, data extracts, and the themes 

that emerged. 

 

Table 1: Thematic Analysis of Socioeconomic Implications of Out-of-School Children 

in Nigeria 

Category Code Data Extract (Content) Emerging Theme 

Economic 

Barriers 
Child labor 

“I had to leave school to support 

my family through hawking.” 

Poverty as a Barrier 

to Education 
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Category Code Data Extract (Content) Emerging Theme 

Socio-cultural 

Norms 
Early marriage 

“My parents arranged my 

marriage at 14; school was no 

longer an option.” 

Cultural Practices 

and School Dropout 

Conflict and 

Insecurity 

Insurgency 

displacement 

“We fled our village due to 

Boko Haram attacks; school was 

destroyed.” 

Education 

Disruption Due to 

Insecurity 

Policy Gaps 
Lack of 

monitoring 

“No one came to check if we 

continued schooling after 

COVID-19 closures.” 

Weak Government 

Intervention 

Gender 

Disparities 
Male preference 

“My brother goes to school. I 

stay home to help my mother.” 

Gender Inequality in 

Education Access 

Infrastructure 

Deficiency 

Lack of learning 

facilities 

“There is no classroom in our 

village. We learn under trees 

when the teacher is around.” 

Poor Educational 

Infrastructure 

 

Post-table explanation: 

These themes illustrate the multifaceted and interrelated factors contributing to the 

prevalence of out-of-school children in Nigeria. The data confirms that economic hardship, 

socio-cultural expectations, gender roles, regional insecurity, and inadequate educational 

infrastructure significantly influence school attendance and retention. Each theme provides 

insight into the long-term socioeconomic consequences for both individuals and the nation 

at large. 

 

Demographic Analysis 

Nigeria has the highest population of out-of-school children in the world, with recent 

estimates from UNICEF (2023) suggesting that over 20 million children in the country 

are out of school. The OOSC crisis is most prevalent in the northern regions, where 

factors like poverty, insecurity, and cultural practices such as early marriage are most 

severe. In terms of gender, girls are disproportionately affected, with about 60% of 

OOSC being female, largely due to gender norms that deprioritize girls' education in favor 

of early marriage or domestic labor. 

In addition to gender disparities, there are regional disparities: the northeast and northwest 

regions have the highest rates of OOSC due to the ongoing conflict, primarily linked to the 

Boko Haram insurgency. Conflict has led to school closures, displacement of families, 

and destruction of infrastructure, all of which have exacerbated the crisis. 

Moreover, socioeconomic factors such as income inequality and rural-urban divides 

contribute to these statistics. Children from the poorest households are more likely to be 

out of school, particularly in rural areas where access to educational facilities is limited. 
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Causes of OOSC 

The study identifies multiple causes of OOSC, with the following as the most prominent: 

1. Economic Barriers 
 Poverty is a major driver of OOSC. Families living in extreme poverty often cannot 

afford school fees, uniforms, or other school-related costs, forcing children to drop out 

or never enroll in the first place. Many children are also forced into child labor to 

contribute to family income, especially in rural areas where agriculture and informal 

labor markets dominate. 

2. Socio-cultural Norms 
 Socio-cultural norms, especially in northern Nigeria, significantly impact education, 

particularly for girls. Early marriage is a common practice, and many girls drop out 

of school at a young age to be married, often at the insistence of their families. Cultural 

attitudes that prioritize boys' education over girls’ further exacerbate gender disparities 

in school attendance. 

3. Conflict and Insecurity 
 Conflict, particularly the ongoing Boko Haram insurgency in northeastern Nigeria, 

has disrupted education for millions of children. Schools have been targeted by 

insurgents, with many being closed or destroyed, and fear of attacks has led to 

widespread school dropouts. In addition, displaced families often struggle to access 

education in camps or new communities. 

4. Poor Educational Infrastructure 
 Many regions in Nigeria suffer from a lack of adequate school infrastructure, including 

classroom shortages, untrained teachers, and insufficient learning materials. In 

rural areas, schools are often too far for children to travel to, leading to absenteeism 

and eventual dropout. 

 

Individual Implications 

Children who do not attend school face significant disadvantages, both in the short term 

and long term. These include: 

1. Lower Self-esteem and Developmental Gaps 
o Children who are out of school often struggle with low self-esteem, especially when 

they are aware that they are missing out on education opportunities. This lack of 

confidence can hinder their personal development and ability to interact socially or 

pursue future opportunities. 

2. Reduced Job Opportunities 
 One of the most significant individual consequences of OOSC is the lack of 

qualifications and skills necessary for meaningful employment. As a result, out-of-

school children are more likely to become unemployed or underemployed in 

adulthood. Many are confined to low-wage, unskilled jobs in the informal sector, 

which perpetuates cycles of poverty. 

3. Higher Likelihood of Criminal Involvement 
 Without access to education, many children in Nigeria, particularly those in conflict 

zones or urban slums, are vulnerable to recruitment into criminal activities or armed 

groups. This is especially true in areas affected by Boko Haram, where young boys are 
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coerced into joining insurgent groups, and young girls are often abducted and forced 

into marriages or labor. 

 

Societal Implications 

The socioeconomic impact of OOSC extends beyond individuals to affect broader society. 

Some key societal implications include: 

1. Workforce Shortages and Economic Development 
 A large population of uneducated children translates into a workforce lacking in skills 

and competencies necessary for economic growth. Without education, these 

individuals are unable to participate fully in the labor market, resulting in lower 

productivity and contributing to workforce shortages in key sectors such as healthcare, 

education, and technology. 

2. Increased Social Welfare Dependency 
 Societies with high rates of OOSC often face increased reliance on social welfare 

systems. As these individuals grow into adulthood, many remain dependent on 

government or community support due to their inability to secure stable employment. 

This places a significant strain on government resources and limits investments in other 

critical sectors like healthcare and infrastructure. 

3. Perpetuation of Poverty and Inequality 
 OOSC contributes to the perpetuation of poverty and inequality within societies. 

Children who grow up without education are more likely to live in poverty as adults, 

creating a vicious cycle that is difficult to break. This has significant implications for 

sustainable development, as entire communities remain trapped in cycles of poverty, 

reducing overall economic and social progress. 

 

Long-term Consequences 

The long-term socioeconomic consequences of high OOSC rates are profound and far-

reaching. Societies with large populations of out-of-school children face challenges such 

as: 

 Limited Human Capital Development: Without education, children are unable to 

contribute meaningfully to their communities or the broader economy, hindering 

national development. 

 Increased Inequality: Gender and regional disparities in education further entrench 

inequality, making it difficult for marginalized groups to escape poverty. 

 Barriers to Sustainable Development: Education is a key driver of sustainable 

development. When large numbers of children are excluded from education, national 

goals related to economic growth, health, and social well-being become harder to 

achieve. 

 

Discussion 

The discussion section interprets the findings outlined in the results and connects them to 

the broader socioeconomic implications of out-of-school children (OOSC). It further 

explores how these findings align with or diverge from existing literature on the topic, 

offering insights into potential interventions and long-term strategies. The discussion also 
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addresses the individual and societal consequences of OOSC, including how the issue 

affects sustainable development in countries like Nigeria. 

 

Individual Implications 

The results indicate that children who are out of school face significant personal challenges, 

which are consistent with the literature on the long-term effects of education deprivation. 

Specifically, OOSC often leads to lower self-esteem, developmental gaps, and limited 

opportunities for upward mobility. The lack of formal education diminishes a child's 

confidence in their own abilities and often results in feelings of inferiority, especially when 

compared to their peers who attend school. 

These challenges are compounded by the fact that education is strongly linked to 

employment opportunities. As noted in the results, out-of-school children are more likely 

to face unemployment or underemployment as adults. This finding aligns with studies by 

the World Bank (2021), which suggest that individuals who lack access to education are 

more likely to engage in low-wage, unskilled jobs in the informal sector. This perpetuates 

cycles of poverty, as these individuals are unable to earn sufficient income to improve their 

living conditions. 

Moreover, the data highlights the increased risk of criminal involvement among OOSC, 

especially in conflict-affected areas like northeastern Nigeria. This outcome is not 

surprising, as children deprived of education are more vulnerable to recruitment by 

insurgent groups or criminal organizations. The literature supports this finding, with 

studies by organizations like Human Rights Watch (2022) showing that many young boys 

and girls are drawn into such activities out of economic necessity or as a result of coercion. 

This has long-term implications not just for the children themselves, but for the stability of 

communities and nations as well. 

Societal Implications 

On a broader societal level, the issue of OOSC has profound implications for economic 

development and social stability. One of the key findings of this research is that OOSC 

contributes to workforce shortages and impedes national development. This is 

particularly problematic in countries like Nigeria, where a large and growing population 

requires an educated and skilled workforce to drive economic progress. The absence of 

education for millions of children means that many sectors—such as healthcare, education, 

and technology—lack the human capital needed to grow and thrive. 

Furthermore, the increased reliance on social welfare systems due to high rates of OOSC 

is a significant burden on government resources. The results demonstrate that out-of-school 

children, once they become adults, are more likely to depend on social safety nets for 

survival. This dependency limits the ability of governments to invest in other critical 

sectors, such as infrastructure, healthcare, and innovation, as more resources are diverted 

toward welfare programs. This finding aligns with research by UNESCO (2022), which 

suggests that countries with high OOSC rates often struggle to allocate resources 

effectively, leading to slower economic growth and persistent poverty. 

Additionally, the perpetuation of poverty and inequality is a major societal consequence 

of OOSC. The findings show that children from poor households, especially those in rural 

or conflict-affected areas, are more likely to be out of school. This further entrenches 

inequality, as these children grow into adults with limited opportunities for social mobility. 
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Gender disparities also exacerbate the issue, with girls being disproportionately affected 

by cultural practices such as early marriage. The literature on education and inequality 

strongly supports these findings, highlighting that without targeted interventions, OOSC 

will continue to widen the gap between the rich and the poor, particularly in countries like 

Nigeria where access to education is already uneven. 

 

Long-term Consequences for Sustainable Development 

Perhaps the most critical finding of this research is the impact of OOSC on sustainable 

development. Education is widely recognized as a key driver of sustainable development, 

contributing to improved health outcomes, economic prosperity, and social cohesion. The 

results of this study emphasize that high rates of OOSC hinder the ability of nations like 

Nigeria to achieve their development goals. 

The limited human capital development resulting from large numbers of OOSC has long-

term implications for economic growth. As highlighted in the results, children who miss 

out on education cannot contribute effectively to their communities or the economy, which 

slows national progress. This is particularly concerning given the global push toward 

achieving the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically SDG 

4, which focuses on ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education for all. 

Furthermore, the research highlights how OOSC perpetuates cycles of poverty and 

inequality, both of which are barriers to sustainable development. Without education, 

children from poor households are unable to escape poverty, leading to continued reliance 

on social welfare systems and further entrenchment of social disparities. This creates a 

feedback loop that undermines efforts to achieve sustainable development, particularly in 

low- and middle-income countries like Nigeria. 

In addition to economic implications, there are significant social and political 

ramifications. High rates of OOSC can contribute to political instability, particularly in 

regions affected by conflict, as uneducated populations are more vulnerable to recruitment 

by insurgent groups. This further delays development efforts and undermines the capacity 

of governments to provide essential services, thereby weakening governance structures and 

exacerbating social unrest. 

 

Alignment with Existing Literature 

The findings of this research are consistent with much of the existing literature on out-of-

school children. Studies by UNICEF (2023) and the World Bank (2022) have similarly 

pointed to the socioeconomic consequences of OOSC, particularly in terms of workforce 

development and poverty reduction. The alignment between this study's findings and the 

broader body of research underscores the urgent need for targeted interventions to address 

the OOSC crisis. 

However, this research also highlights some areas where further investigation is needed. 

For example, while there is substantial evidence regarding the impact of OOSC on 

individual and societal outcomes, less attention has been given to the effectiveness of 

specific community-based programs aimed at reintegrating out-of-school children into 

formal education systems. Future research should explore these interventions in more 

depth, particularly in the context of conflict-affected regions. 
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Conclusion 

The study underscores the critical importance of addressing the issue of out-of-school 

children, particularly in countries like Nigeria, where the problem is most acute. The 

findings reveal that the socioeconomic implications of OOSC are far-reaching, affecting 

not only individual children and their families but also society at large. OOSC leads to 

lower self-esteem, reduced job opportunities, and higher risks of criminal involvement for 

individuals, while contributing to workforce shortages, increased reliance on social 

welfare, and the perpetuation of poverty and inequality at the societal level. 

In the long term, OOSC represents a significant barrier to sustainable development, 

limiting human capital growth and hindering national efforts to achieve key development 

goals. As such, there is a pressing need for policymakers, educators, and community 

leaders to implement targeted interventions to reduce OOSC rates. These interventions 

should focus on addressing the root causes of OOSC, such as poverty, socio-cultural norms, 

and conflict, while also providing opportunities for reintegration into formal education 

systems. 

 

Recommendations for Future Research 

1. Effectiveness of Educational Policies: Further studies should investigate the impact 

of government educational policies aimed at reducing OOSC rates, particularly in 

conflict-affected regions. 

2. Community-based Programs: There is a need for more research on the effectiveness 

of community-based programs designed to reintegrate OOSC into formal education, 

particularly in rural and underserved areas. 

3. Longitudinal Studies: Future research should consider longitudinal studies that track 

the long-term outcomes of OOSC, including their transition into adulthood, 

employment, and social integration. 

4. Gender-specific Interventions: Given the significant gender disparities in OOSC 

rates, future research should explore interventions that specifically target the 

educational needs of girls, particularly in regions where early marriage and cultural 

norms hinder their access to education. 

By addressing these areas, future research can contribute to a more comprehensive 

understanding of how to mitigate the socioeconomic impacts of OOSC and support 

sustainable development efforts in low- and middle-income countries. 
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